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KABBALAH 
 
The Tree of Life: 
The 22 paths of The Tree of Life ("Etz Haim") in Kabbalah reflect 
the 22 primeval vibrations that formed the Hebrew Alphabet. 
Thus, sound, form and meaning are all coordinated in one 
cohesive whole. Each is a different manifestation of a singular 
profound essence. As you see in the image, the Tree seamlessly 
embeds within the geometrical form known as the Flower of Life, 
which is evident throughout living systems and represented in 
countless ancient cultures.  Take a moment to feel the sign-
ificance of this universal recognition of coherence. 
 
The Paths and the Alphabet:  
The 22 letters/vibrations/paths within the Tree of Life connect the 
Sephiroth (the spherical points of the Tree): these key vibrational patterns are “emanations” and 
represent the powers of the soul. Each of the 10 Sephira is defined and acts as a chain of 
emanation, with each unfolding and evolving the next: each Sephira relates and mediates the 
influence of the others. They are: Kether (“crown”), Chokmah (“wisdom”), Binah (“under-
standing”), Chesed (“kindness/mercy”), Geburah (“severity”), Tiphereth (“beauty/harmony”), 
Netzach (“victory”), Hod (“glory/spendor”), Yesod (“foundation”), Malkuth (“kingdom”).  

 
The 22 paths connecting the Sephiroth consist of: 
• 3 "Mother Letters" (Aleph, Mem, Shin): These represent Awareness. 
• 7 "Double Letters" (Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Pe. Resh, Tau): These represent Space. 
• 12 "Simple Letters" (Hey, Vau, Zain, Cheth, Teth, Yod, Lamed, Nun, Samekh, Ayin, Tzaddi, Qof): 

These reflect the 12 constellations of the zodiac and represent Time.  
 

The Pillars: 
Three vertical pillars comprise the Tree of Life. The Pillars are a diagrammatic representation of the 
3 fundamental forces of life: positive/+, negative/-, and neutral/0. 
• The LEFT Pillar is the pillar of SEVERITY-DESTRUCTION. This is the black feminine pillar of passivity, 

form, contraction, restriction, matter, and is the negative pole of the Tree. The Sephira Binah, 
Geburah and Hod comprise this pillar. 

• The RIGHT Pillar is the pillar of MERCY-CREATION. This is the white masculine pillar of activity, 
force, expansion, movement, energy, and is the positive pole of the Tree. The Sephira of 
Chokmah, Chesed and Netzach comprise this pillar. 

• The MIDDLE Pillar is the pillar of MILDNESS-HARMONY. This is the central pillar that has no 
charge. It is cosmic awareness, consciousness, equilibrium, stillness, and the neutral “present 
moment” pole of the Tree. The Sephira of Kether, Tiphereth, Yesod and Malkuth comprise this 
pillar. The non-Sephira Da'ath is also on this Pillar. 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

You are walking The Path of Tzaddi. 
  
Tzaddi is the 18th path within the Tree of Life and the 18th letter of the Hebrew Alphabet. 
(It is also recognized as “28” when all elements of the Tree are considered, including each 
of the 10 foundational Sephira: this is known as “The 32 Paths of Wisdom”.) 
 

Tzaddi, meaning “fish-hook” in Hebrew, is known as the path of righteousness. 
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Tzaddi is a path connecting upper realms and the material world. Through skill and 
courage, you are here to manifest your full self. This path is given to those here to learn to 
serve fully and provide a level of personal sacrifice for the benefit of others. This does not 
mean a total dismissal of Self, but rather to radically stretch to new levels and balance the 
vital need of Self with the important needs of Other. Be fully yourself: give fully of yourself. 

 
On this path, you embody a seriousness 
and an inherent drive to attain and 
experience new things. As Tzaddi, you are 
an innovator and a genius. With this 
encoding you are also a rebel, containing 
the drive to do what you know despite 
what others do. As Tzaddi, you connect 
the 7th and 9th Sephiroth. The 7th Sephira 
is Netzach, meaning "victory" and 
representing your emotions, desires, 
feeling body, and love. The 9th Sephira is 
Yesod, meaning "foundation" and 
representing the collective soul of 
humankind and our engagements and 
communications with it. 
  
As Tzaddi, you inherently connect these 
two archetypal spheres. You are here to 
manifest your highest frequency 
expression in order to become the desired 
conduit for love and so that the feeling 
realm is (re-)integrated into humanity's 
foundation. 

 
22 Kabbalah Paths and 22 Tarot Archetypes: 
The Kabbalistic wisdom tradition and the Tarot are inextricably linked by the form, function, 
enigmatic meaning, and quantity of “22”. There are 22 Kabbalah paths and 22 major 
arcana Tarot archetypes. Although the origination portal providing this link can be 
glimpsed and intuited, what we know for certain is that a (natural, inherent) alignment 
between the two exists that speaks to the evolutionary processes of life.   

 
The Path of Tzaddi is directly linked to the Tarot archetype of “The Star”. 

 
According to Ann Skea: 
“The Mercurial Spirit which was freed on the Path of Pé, is the Divine Spark – that fragment 
of Divine energy which lies buried in all living creatures – the Divine Child of the Mother 
Earth Goddess who is Binah, Mother of All. Some of the oldest names for the Earthly 
manifestation of Binah are Inanna, Ishtar, Astarte, Demeter and Cybele. Her titles on this 
Path of Tzaddi are ‘The Daughter of the Firmament’ and ‘The Dweller between Waters’1; 
and her imminence on Earth is signified by the presence of the ’star’ Venus in our skies. 
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Venus, which is both the Morning Star (Venus) and the Evening Star (Lucifer / Mercury), is 
the star which lights the Path of Tzaddi – the Path of the Star. And on this Path, the numbers 
of Venus (7) and Mercury (8) are completed by the addition of 10 (which represents all 
manifest creation) so that the Cabbalistic number for this Path is 18, and its Tarot number is 
17. The Sephiroth which this Path connects are Netzach (7, Victory) and Yesod (9, 
Foundation). And the governing Element of this Path is Air, the natural element of the 
Mercurial Child: but the darkness of Saturn, who eats his children, is also present. 

The Mother Goddess’s symbols are an eight-pointed 
star, or rosette; and, also, the crescent moon and 
cow’s horns, both of which identify her as consort of 
the Sun God – the Bull of Heaven – and signify their 
shared role in the Earthly cycles of Nature. The seven-
pointed star is hers, too, in her manifestation as Venus / 
Aphrodite. And the energies of 7, which emanate from 
the Sephira of Netzach, transmit the life force of 
Nature, with all its unconscious drives and emotions, to 
the Path of Tzaddi. The traveller on this Path must learn 
to balance these powerful energies with those of 
Yesod (Sephira 9), which acts as an interface between 
all the upper Paths of the Tree and their final expression 
in the Kingdom of the World – Malkuth (Sephira 10). 

The Astrological ruler of this Path is Aquarius, The Water 
Carrier. And water is an important symbol on the 
Traditional Tarot card for this Path of the Star, which 
shows a young woman, kneeling beside a pool and 
pouring water from her two pitchers. Nothing in the 
calm demeanour of this woman suggests her power. 
But the brilliant eight-pointed star above her head, and 
the shower of seven-pointed stars (or flowers) falling 
around her, identify her as Astarte / Venus. She kneels 

on the earth, demonstrating her presence in our world, but she rests one foot on pool-
waters which have been variously identified as the Waters of Life, the Bitter Sea of Binah, 
and the dark chaotic waters of the unconscious. Here she is, naked and in human form, 
with all her powers symbolically unveiled. 

To encounter the Goddess thus is both awe-inspiring and dangerous. In the Tarot card, the 
flower which blooms on the hill behind her suggests her generative and life-giving powers. 
But the black bird, perched atop a tree close by, is a reminder of her other role as Hag, 
Death Goddess and Queen of the Underworld. So, to bear the full, unveiled force of her 
energies requires both courage and skill. Those to whom the Goddess chooses to reveal 
herself – those whose Spirit she will baptize in her waters and fill with her energies – are 
close to the end of their quest: and the Cabbalistic meditation for this Path – ‘In the Star 
lies the Gate of the Sanctuary’ – suggests the proximity of their goal. But the newly born 
Divine Spirit is as vulnerable as any new soul: it is “walking bare”, just as Ted described the 
newborn creature in the Alchemy of Cave Birds (CB 54). And the Goddess, like the ‘Owl 
Flower’ in that same sequence, is the “Big terror” whose stormy embrace will test them to 
the limit.  
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Those who see the Goddess’s naked beauty are enthralled and inspired. They may also be 
seduced and entranced by her deathly powers. So, they become hooked like a fish on a 
line, along which the energies flow each way. The Hebrew letter for this Path, Tzaddi 
(meaning ‘fish-hook’ or ‘to hunt’), holds similar symbolic meaning. Is shape combines ‘Yod’ 
(hand) of the Divine Source with ‘Nun’ (meaning fish), and it is said to represent the Life 
Force running upwards towards the Source and returning downwards again to the 
enlightened quester on this Path...” 

 

Tzaddi is your path.	  


