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KABBALAH 
 
The Tree of Life: 
The 22 paths of The Tree of Life ("Etz Haim") in Kabbalah reflect 
the 22 primeval vibrations that formed the Hebrew Alphabet. 
Thus, sound, form and meaning are all coordinated in one 
cohesive whole. Each is a different manifestation of a singular 
profound essence. As you see in the image, the Tree seamlessly 
embeds within the geometrical form known as the Flower of Life, 
which is evident throughout living systems and represented in 
countless ancient cultures.  Take a moment to feel the sign-
ificance of this universal recognition of coherence. 

 
The Paths and the Alphabet:  
The 22 letters/vibrations/paths within the Tree of Life connect the 
Sephiroth (the spherical points of the Tree): these key vibrational patterns are “emanations” and 
represent the powers of the soul. Each of the 10 Sephira is defined and acts as a chain of emanation, 
with each unfolding and evolving the next: each Sephira relates and mediates the influence of the 
others. They are: Kether (“crown”), Chokmah (“wisdom”), Binah (“under-standing”), Chesed 
(“kindness/mercy”), Geburah (“severity”), Tiphereth (“beauty/harmony”), Netzach (“victory”), Hod 
(“glory/spendor”), Yesod (“foundation”), Malkuth (“kingdom”).  

 

The 22 paths connecting the Sephiroth consist of: 
 

• 3 "Mother Letters" (Aleph, Mem, Shin): These represent Awareness. 
• 7 "Double Letters" (Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Pe. Resh, Tau): These represent Space. 
• 12 "Simple Letters" (Hey, Vau, Zain, Cheth, Teth, Yod, Lamed, Nun, Samekh, Ayin, Tzaddi, Qof): 

These reflect the 12 constellations of the zodiac and represent Time.  
 

The Pillars: 
Three vertical pillars comprise the Tree of Life. The Pillars are a diagrammatic representation of the 3 
fundamental forces of life: positive/+, negative/-, and neutral/0. 

 

• The LEFT Pillar is the pillar of SEVERITY-DESTRUCTION. This is the black feminine pillar of passivity, 
form, contraction, restriction, matter, and is the negative pole of the Tree. The Sephira Binah, 
Geburah and Hod comprise this pillar. 

• The RIGHT Pillar is the pillar of MERCY-CREATION. This is the white masculine pillar of activity, 
force, expansion, movement, energy, and is the positive pole of the Tree. The Sephira of 
Chokmah, Chesed and Netzach comprise this pillar. 

• The MIDDLE Pillar is the pillar of MILDNESS-HARMONY. This is the central pillar that has no 
charge. It is cosmic awareness, consciousness, equilibrium, stillness, and the neutral “present 
moment” pole of the Tree. The Sephira of Kether, Tiphereth, Yesod and Malkuth comprise this 
pillar. The non-Sephira Da'ath is also on this Pillar. 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

You are walking The Path of Teth. 
 

Teth is the 9th path within the Tree of Life and the 9th letter of the Hebrew Alphabet. (It is 
also recognized as "19" when all elements of the Tree are considered, including each of the 
10 foundational Sephira: this is known as “The 32 Paths of Wisdom”.) Teth represents the 
“central nervous system” of the Kabbalistic Tree. It is the beautiful path of creativity and 
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love. You, as Teth, are guided by great power, 
strength and authority. Generosity and loyalty 
are asked of you on this path: it is only then that 
will you shine and succeed.  
 
The Path of Teth is journey to happiness and 
playfulness. As Teth, you connect the 4th and 
5th Sephiroth. Each Sephira represents sets of 
patterns and information. Chesed, the 4th 
Sephira, is associated with love, kindness, 
opportunities that lead to success, positive 
results achieved through thoughts / emotions / 
actions, and wealth and abundance. 
Astrologically, the Kabbalah associates this 
position with the planet Jupiter. This energy 
supports the attainment of your desires.  
 
The 5th position in the Tree of Life is Geburah 
(meaning “severity” and imbuing the 
fundamental quality of strength). This is about 
restraint, conflict and challenge. Geburah is 
about learning and applying discipline and 
focus. The Kabbalah places Mars with this 5th 
position Sephira, Here, you embody an innately 

elevated level of energy and heightened degree of perseverance and focus to guide You 
on your journey to happiness and play. 

 
22 Kabbalah Paths and 22 Tarot Archetypes: 
The Kabbalistic wisdom tradition and the Tarot are inextricably linked by the form, function, 
enigmatic meaning, and quantity of “22”. There are 22 Kabbalah paths and 22 major 
arcana Tarot archetypes. Although the origination portal providing this link can be 
glimpsed and intuited, what we know for certain is that a (natural, inherent) alignment 
between the two exists that speaks to the evolutionary processes of life.   

 
The Path of Teth is directly linked to the Tarot archetype of “Justice”.  

   
According to Ann Skea: 
“The Path of Justice, like the Path of The Empress (Path 4 - Daleth) which is above it on the 
Cabbalistic Tree, runs between the Pillar of Justice (Force) and the Pillar of Mercy (Form). It 
shares the turbulent energies of that earlier path, especially the Goddess energies of Binah 
(Sephira 3) which are channelled to it via Chesed (Sephira 4). So, the Path of Justice is a 
path of creation and destruction – of initiation, insemination and gestation. But, because it 
is lower down the Cabbalistic Tree, its energies are more closely linked to our world and to 
our individual lives. 
 
The Goddess on this path appears as Themis, the Titan daughter of Uranus (Sky) and Gaea 
(Earth). Themis was protectress of the infant Zeus, who later relied on her for wise guidance. 
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Her own children governed the seasons, the clouds, wise legislation, justice, peace and 
fate. She assisted at the difficult birth of the twins, Apollo and Artemis, and made Apollo a 
gift of the Oracle at Delphi which had belonged to her mother, Gaea. On earth, Themis 
governs justice, peace and social harmony, and she is shown on the Traditional Tarot card 
of Justice, card 8, with a sword and balanced scales. 

 
The number for this path is 9, and the Hebrew letter for this 
path is Teth, meaning ‘snake’. Both are closely linked with 
the Goddess’s powers. 
 
Just as Themis, as daughter of Sky (Male) and Earth 
(Female), embodies all the energies of our world, so 9 
includes all the energies of the previous paths 
(1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9 = 45: 4+5 = 9) and is a number which is 
said always to return to itself (9x2 = 18: 1+8 = 9; 9x3 = 27: 2+7 
= 9; etc). It is the number of the Goddess; the number of the 
orgiastic moon-priestesses who devoured the Dionysian bull; 
and the number of the Muses who are responsible for all 
imaginative arts and whose Mysteries of Divine Harmony, 
inspiration and spiritual rebirth were the foundation of the 
Orphic teachings of Pythagorus and of the Eleusinian 
Mysteries associated with Dionysus and Iacchus. 
 

Like its reversed figure, 6, 9 is associated with sex and generation. In the mystical Revelation 
of St. John the Divine, the number of the Beast, 666, adds up to 91, but so too does the 
number of the redeemed, 144,0002. Cabbalists, therefore, believe that the powerful sexual 
energies of 9 may be sublimated (a precise Alchemical term which describes a process of 
Mercurial purification) by love, judgement and control to achieve the magnificence of 
enlightenment and Truth. The Cabbalistic meditations for this path are “Act of Power” and 
“She who rules the Secret Force of the Universe”, and the energies of 9 on the Cabbalistic 
Tree are regarded as the hidden Foundation of all. 
 
Teth, the serpent, also represents fundamental, concealed power. It is Form hidden in 
Matter; Spirit in Body; the animal energies in the rational human; the Snake in the Garden of 
Eden. Teth is powerfully 
sexual and it is both 
destructive and genera-
tive: it devours in order to 
create anew. It is Good 
and Evil. It is Nature, the 
Uroborus, the snake 
devouring its tail and (like 
9) returning always to 
itself. It is the driving force 
of life which shapes the 
pattern of evolution and 
holds all potential for 
growth.” 


